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INFORSE 15-year anniversary party. Note: People are in the INFORSE 
T-shirt printed for the event. “15 Years Good Work for our World”

INFORSE celebrates its fifteenth anniversary 
this year. It is time to reflect back and to find 
out what we have gained. We also need to reflect 
on the new and upcoming global challenges and 
how to face them. 

The Network was formed during the sustainable-
energy conference-cum-meeting of NGOs at the 
‘Global Forum’ in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) in 
1992. The representatives of NGOs from differ-
ent countries who gathered at the Global Forum 
felt that their isolated efforts in the promotion, 
implementation, and capacity-building in renew-
able/sustainable energy would only succeed 
if it were backed by concrete and convergent 
advocacy at the international level.

Some few of us who were there as the founding 
members held to visions that INFORSE would 
play a role in realizing the vast potentials for 
sustainable energy. This was reflected in the IN-
FORSE Charter to which each ‘Core Member’ 
agreed. Six years later, in the meeting of regional 
coordinators held in Denmark in 1998, it was 
decided to concentrate more on improving the 
situation of over 1 billion people, particularly in 
Africa and Asia, who had no access to energy, 
sustainable or otherwise, to satisfy their needs. 
Therefore the INFORSE vision, goals, and over-
all objectives were revised and enlarged to focus 
on using sustainable energy to empower the poor 
and the marginalized, especially women. Thus, 
the new INFORSE charter was formulated and, 
after it was circulated in a consultation with all 
members, it replaced the old one.

With the onset of the new millennium and 
global problems related to unsustainable forms 
of energy, a few other NGO networks began to 
emerge.  Thus, the role of INFORSE was du-
plicated somewhat in the arenas of international 
lobbying and advocacy. But INFORSE had one 
clear advantage:  its regional and national mem-
berships were based in grassroots. 

In this situation, INFORSE decided to demon-
strate proactively that it was indeed possible for 
sustainable energy to supply power to over 1 
billion poor people currently without access to 
energy. In this connection, INFORSE South Asia 
members launched a project for capacity build-
ing of NGOs on sustainable energy for poverty 
reduction in 2004. This project has resulted in 
the participatory preparation of two important 
manuals  - namely,  a manual on renewable/sus-
tainable energy technology  for poverty reduc-
tion and a financial manual. The large interest 
attracted by the project and the manuals demon-
strates the sustainable-energy technologies vast 
potential for poverty reduction. 

By the start of the Millennium, INFORSE also 
focussed on sustainable energy visions, show-
ing how to solve global energy and climate 
problems with timely introduction of sustainable 
energy solutions varying in scope from global 
and  regional to national and local. This has led 
to sustainable energy visions for the world, for 
the European Union, and for a growing number 
of countries, showing what it takes to introduce 
sustainable energy solutions on a macro scale, 
decade by decade.

Thus INFORSE and the member organizations 
are responding to the new and emerging chal-
lenges by demonstrating practical solutions to 
introduce  sustainable energy use in the affluent 
North, and just as much for the poor and the 
marginalized groups, like women, in the devel-
oping countries. With global climate problems 
growing bigger and poverty reduction advancing 
too slowly, we have big challenges ahead of us 
in our next 15 years.
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INFORSE was formed in 1992 at the NGO Global Forum held in parallel to the UNCED in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, and got 44 members in its first year . In 2007, 15 years later, 168 NGOs are members of INFORSE.

Vision and Aims
INFORSE and its members have a common vision of a world where the energy services are sustainable as well as conducive 
to just and human-centred development. The energy supply should be 100 % provided by sustainable renewable energy by 
2050.  It sounds ambitious?  Yes, it is not only ambitious, but realistically attainable. Read about it on page 4.

Influencing Global Agenda:
INFORSE has a consultative sta-
tus to UN ECOSOC, and as such 
also participates in UN events and 
their parallel NGO Forums.

Sustainable Energy News
INFORSE has published 
this quarterly newsletter 
since 1993. It is actually a 
continuation of “Soft En-
ergy Europe” and “Soft 
Energy World”, which were 
published in 1990-1991 
and 1992, respectively. It 

focusses on specific issues and provides 
updates on sustainable energy initiatives 
from our contacts around the globe. 
Themes have included gender, poverty, 
education, financing, desertification and 
social change.

Online Database
INFORSE’s database 
has grown to include 
contact information 
for more than 1,000 
NGOs, institutes of 

research and education, and 
decision-makers whose work relates to 
sustainable energy.  The database went 
online in 2001 and can produce lists of 
members and contacts sorted according to 
counties and regions. Visitors to the web 
site can also search according to the name 
of the organisation or country.

V i s i o n 2 0 5 0 
– 100 % Renewables
INFORSE assists its 
members in preparing 
national and regional vi-
sions as well as strategies for transitions 
to sustainable energy systems by the year 
2050.  See p. 4 for further details.

DIERET: Distance Internet Education
DIERET is a high-school level course on renewable energy, which 
students complete via email correspondence. The course is aimed at 
increasing the knowledge of people active in European NGOs. The 
study material is available on the web, but the questions are sent to 
the students enrolled. It has been conducted annually in English since 
2001. It has been translated to Russian, Slovakian, and Albanian. The 
Russian course has been conducted since 2004, and was updated in 
2007.

Energy & Climate in Schools:
- An online school resource database was developed in 
2004-06 collecting games, experiments, teaching material, 
and successful programs from different countries. Each re-
source has a one-page description in English. The aim is to 
make a unique collection, as well as to bridge the language 
barriers across Europe.  Making non-English materials 
known outside their respective original linguistic regions 
can  lead to their use and translation in other countries.

- INFORSE started a cooperation on SPARE in 2006. SPARE is an 
educational program started in 1996-1999, when 50,000 school children 
from 10 Eastern European counties used it. In 2003, it was updated and it 
was launched in Russia, 10 former CIS countries, and Poland.  In 2007, 
it is being introduced in Romania and Portugal.

Cooperative Projects
Members of the network collaborate on a range of projects. 
Members have been working together on joint publications, 
mobile exhibitions, study visits, campaigns, and educational 
materials. 

Sustainable Energy Solutions for Poverty Reduction
Since the start of INFORSE, sustainable energy solutions for pov-
erty reduction have been a major focus, addressing the needs of 
the more than 1.5 billion people that lack basic energy services. In 
2004, INFORSE-South Asia began a cooperation to collect the best 
solutions in the region, to share experiences, to formulate manu-
als on sustainable energy solutions for poverty reduction in five 
languages, and to help increase use of these solutions.

Follow EU Policy
INFORSE-Europe follows EU energy and climate policies, commenting 
on relevant parts based on inputs from its members. Updates and IN-
FORSE-Europe positions are available in the Sustainable Energy News 
and on the web site. Among the EU policies of interest are structural funds 

as well as renewable-energy and energy-efficiency directives. A special database on 
structural-fund projects for renewable energy indicates the use (or not) of these funds 
for renewable energy in any selected EU country. 
Since 2004, annual EU policy seminars has been organised to NGOs on 
EU Policy. In 2006, INFORSE-Europe became Associate Member of the 
EU Sustainable Energy Campaign. 

INFORSE: 15 Years Good Work for our World
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Sounds good ! Is it realistic? 
Yes it is ! How is it possible 
to achieve it ?
! - By 2050, the fossil-fuel resources will 
be seriously depleted, and consequently 
will become gradually more and more ex-
pensive, which will make the renewable-
energy technologies more competitive.
! - By 2050, the renewable-energy tech-
nologies will be cheaper and cheaper as 
their mass production increases.
! - By 2050, the amount of energy to be 
supplied can be only one fourth of the 
present, in spite of growing population 
and increasing consumption in the poorer 
parts of the world. This can be realised 
if best available technology is used for 
energy efficiency. 
! - By 2050, there will be no new nuclear 
power plants built, and the present reac-
tors will be closed. This will be the result 
if states face the costs of handling of the 
nuclear waste, other costs to meet higher 
standards of radiation protection, and the 
liability of nuclear installations. Currently 
there is no insurance company that will 
pay in case of nuclear accidents.

Political Will and the Civil 
Society’s Responsibility
We need to make politicians aware of 
the opportunities for sustainable-energy 
development. Moreover, we need them 
to give priority to this aim; they must 
come to realize that it is cheaper in the 
long term to invest in renewable-energy 
production and research than to hang on 
traditional fuels as supplies decline to the 
extent that scarcity starts to cause wars, 
which are even more expensive for a 
state. Unfortunately, politicians are short-
sighted and influenced by large industrial 
lobbies, which fight to protect their huge 
incomes.  NGOs, as representatives of 
civil society, have a big responsibility to 
push the politicians onto the sustainable-
energy path.

Industry also has to face the need for 
change in the face of an emerging trend 
toward renewable energy technologies 
combined with energy efficiency. It would 
not be the first such change in industrial 
history; see, e.g., the abandonment of coal 
mines and coal plants in many places of 
the world.

Global Scenario
INFORSE started its work with visions in 
2000 based on scientific studies on how 
to supply the world with 100% renewable 
energy by 2050, in particular the Global 
Renewable Energy Scenario by prof. Bent 
Sørensen of Roskilde University and oth-
ers. It finds that with a world population 
of 9.4 billion in 2050, all basic energy and 
food needs can be met with renewable 
energy and with efficiency increased by 
a factor of 4 to 8.
INFORSE presented its global vision in 
2001 at CSD9 and later at a number of 
other events. 

Vision to the EU Countries
INFORSE-Europe members have worked 
on sustainable energy visions for several 
years, such as the Danish Organisation for 
Sustainable Energy’s vision from 1998 for 
phase-out of fossil fuels by 2030. In 2002, 
INFORSE-Europe started the develop-
ment of a sustainable energy vision for 
the 15 EU countries, showing decade-by-
decade the transition to sustainable energy 
with 100% renewable energy use in 2050. 
In the work we used INFORSE studies 
such as the “Wind Power for Western 
Europe”, and guidelines for estimation 
of renewable energy potentials in Europe. 
In 2003, INFORSE-Europe started to 
develop national sustainable energy vi-
sions, starting in Slovakia, Ukraine and 
Romania, followed by Belarus in 2004, 
Denmark in 2005, Lithuania in 2006, and 
Latvia in 2007. In parallel, the EU vision 
was expanded to include 25 countries 
in 2004 and is now expanded again to 
include Romania and Bulgaria.
The visions combine realistic growth 
of renewable energy, high priority for 
cost-effective efficiency, and sustainable 
transport. Their targets include:

25% renewable energy by 2020 in EU;
40% and over 95% respective shares of 
renewable energy in 2030 and in 2050;
emphasis on wind-power and biomass 
in the first decades, and later in the 
period, predominant growth in solar 
technologies.

End-use efficiency would be expected 
to increase by a factor of four by 2050, 
except for houses, for which the increase 
is limited to 57%.

•
•

•

Sustainable Energy Vision 2050:
Vision2050 is INFORSE‘s campaign for a global transition to
renewable energy by 2050. 
Possible? Realistic? Historical Change in the Industry?

Graphs of the Vision 2050 for EU-25.
The excel–based model of the INFORSE Vision 
2050 is a tool to demonstrate that the shift is 
technologically and economically possible if there 
is sufficient political will.

More information:
http://www.inforse.org/europe/Vision2050.htm
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Sustainable Energy Vision 2050:
Start of Energy NGOs
During the late 70’s and early 80’s, special 
organisations for renewable energy and 
energy efficiency were formed in many 
European countries, but there was little 
international cooperation among them. 
In the early 80´s, a Dutch group visited 
the Danish Organisation for Renewable 
Energy (OVE) and was inspired to form 
the Dutch Organisatie voord Duurzame 
Energies (ODE).  

In 1987-88, the French Comité Liaison 
pour Energies Renouvelables (CLER) 
and others invited NGOs working on 
renewable energy to meeting in Belgium 
to discuss European cooperation includ-
ing an association for renewable energy.  
After two meetings, it was clear that the 
citizen-based organisations such as CLER 
and OVE could not cooperate with the 
European renewable-energy industry fed-
erations. Later, CLER organised a meeting 
in Paris, where a European Federation for 
Renewable Energy (EFRE) was formed, 
based on citizens’ organisations promoting 
renewable energy. Due to lack of funding, 
EFRE only lasted about two years.

In 1989, OVE and other Danish NGOs 
participated in a large east-west  event 
in which Nordic people met with people 
from the Soviet Union, organising ex-
hibitions and a conference in Kiev on 
alternatives to nuclear power. Based on 
this success, OVE and  Folkecenter for 
Renewable Energy organised a European 
renewable-energy seminar in 1990 that 
brought together more than 30 NGO 
representatives from East and West. This 
was followed by the start-up by OVE of 
a newsletter, “Soft Energy Europe”, and 
a contact list with about 600 contacts. 
In 1991, a seminar was held in Estonia;  
which started in the Soviet Union and was 
finalised in the independent Estonia, as the 
seminar took place the very week when 
Estonia became independent.

INFORSE-Europe Begins
After INFORSE was formed as a global 
network in 1992, INFORSE-Europe was 
formed as one of the regional networks 
of INFORSE at a European seminar or-
ganised in Spain by OVE and AEDENAT 
(now Ecologistas en Accion). Adam Gula 
and Gunnar Boye Olesen were elected 
as coordinators. In 1994, at a European 
seminar in Slovakia, INFORSE-Europe’s 
bylaws were agreed and thereby it became 
an official organisation.

While European sustainable-energy 
seminars continued, the network started 
to comment on EU policies, often in co-
operation with Climate Network Europe 
(now CAN-Europe).  In 1995, INFORSE-
Europe started a project with EU support 
to develop a guideline for assessment of 
renewable-energy potentials. In 1998, it 
began developing the Distance Internet 
Education on Renewable Energy Tech-
nologies (DIERET) in collaboration with 
INFORSE-South Asia.

In 2000, INFORSE-Europe launched 
a proposal with targets of 66,000 MW of 
windpower by 2010 and of 220,000 MW 
by 2020. 

Reorganising the Network
After organising NGO activities at the 
1998 Pan-European Environmental Min-
isters’ meeting in Aarhus, Denmark, the 
network had no further European seminars 
until 2001. The next year, 2002, brought 
big changes for INFORSE.  Suddenly, the 
Danish support for the global INFORSE 
network was cut and the host organisation 
of INFORSE, the Forum for Energy & 
Development, was closed. In this critical 
situation, the decision was to focus more 
on European activities, and with cofunding 
from the EU it was possible to continue 
European activities as well as some of 
the global INFORSE cooperation. This 
led to participation in the Johannesburg 
Summit 10 years after UNCED in Rio, 
and produced a European policy seminar, 
a sustainable energy vision for EU, and 
much more.

In 2003, the EU support was discon-
tinued.  Once again the network struggled 
with limited funds, but continued with a 
number of cooperation projects focussing 
on Romania, Slovakia, Belarus and other 
countries. 

Since 2004, INFORSE-Europe has 
received EU support for its core activi-
ties each year, enabling it to run a large 
number of network activities, with focus 
on EU policies, sustainable energy visions, 
environmental education and others. In 
parallel to that, INFORSE-Europe carries 
out projects such as the “Azur Flame” 
biogas promotion project in Kazakhstan, 
(2004-2006) which put renewable energy, 
and biogas in particular, much higher on 
the agenda in Northern Kazakhstan. 

We continue to assist in cooperation 
among members, starting new projects 
together, etc.

History, Ups, Downs, and Ups

INFORSE-Europe organises Annual 
Seminars and EU Policy Seminars:

2007 October 1-5, Samsø Island, Den-
mark (with Samsø Energy Academy)
2007 March, Brussels, EU Policy (with 
EREF, EUFORES)
2006 September, Solta, Croatia (with 
Green Action)
2006 March, Brussels, EU Policy
2005 September, Romania (with Earth 
Friends) 
2005 June, Brussels, EU Policy
2004 November, Budmerice, Slovakia 
(with FAE, AGREE-NET)
2004 November, Brussels, EU Policy 
2004 August, Spain (with Escanda)
2003 Wales, UK (with CAT) 
2002 Brussels, Belgium 
2001 Denmark, (with Folkecenter, WISE 
and CNE)
1998 Aarhus, Denmark (with NGO 
events to the Environmental Ministers 
Conference)
1997 Budmerice, Slovakia (with FAE)
1996 Copenhagen, Denmark with the 
‘City as Organism’ conference
1995 Budmerice, Slovakia (with FAE)
1994 Deister, Germany (with Energie- 
und Umweltszentrum)
1993 Folkecenter, Denmark
1992 Madrid, Spain (with AEDENAT, 
before AWEC Alternative World Energy 
Conference)
1991 Virtsu, Estonia (with Estonian 
Green Movement)
1990 Folkecenter, Denmark

•

•

•

•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•

•

The participants of the INFORSE-Europe Seminar 2003 
at CAT, Wales, UK.

The Seminars Program and proceedings can be 
found here: www.inforse.org/europe/seminar.htm
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INFORSE is a global network of inde-
pendent non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) that encourage the growth of 
sustainable energy solutions to protect the 
environment and to reduce poverty. The 
members support the INFORSE Charter.

Over 168 organizations from 72 countries 
are members of INFORSE, participating 
in the network’s regional and global activi-
ties. The network is organized by region, 
with coordinators located in Southern 
Asia, Eastern & Pacific Asia, Western Af-
rica, Eastern & Southern Africa, Europe, 
and Latin America.

Just after the inaugural meeting of 
INFORSE, at the Global Forum of 
NGOs parallel to the UNCED con-
ference in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, 
the founders of INFORSE met and 
appointed contact persons for each 
of the world’s regions. Each of these 
contact persons went home, presented 
the network in his/her region, and 
conducted the election of regional 
coordinators at regional meetings of 
members.

These regions became the basis for 
the activities of INFORSE. The Eu-
ropean region is registered as a legal 
body, while the other regions are infor-
mal networks. INFORSE has regional 
coordinators on all continents except 
Australia and North America. 

UN and Global Meetings with INFORSE participation
UN Commission for Sustainable Development, CSD 5 (1997, review), CSD 9 (2001, energy), 
CSD 14 (2006, energy), and CSD 15(2007, energy), New York
Beijing International Renewable Energy Conference, 2005 
International Conference for Renewable Energies, Bonn, 2004
WSSD & Civil Society Forum, Johannesburg, 2002 
Climate Conferences (UNFCCC) 1995 and later 
5th International Conference on Adult Education 1997 
UNESCO World Solar Summit 1996 
World Summit for Social Development 1995 
UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED), Rio de Janeiro, 1992, and
a regional conference series European Environmental Ministers’ Meeting Sofia 1995, Århus 
1998, Kiev 2003, Belgrade 2007 

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Albania
Argentine
Armenia
Bangladesh
Belarus
Belgium
Belize
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Canada 
Chile
Croatia
Czech Republic
Denmark
Estonia
Finland

Contacts: Online Database
INFORSE maintains a database of 
more than 1,000 NGOs and public of-
ficials, including as well research and 
educational institutions that are actively 
working in renewable energy. These 
contacts include all INFORSE members 
and span 159 countries. The database is 
available through our website and can 
be searched by membership, country and 
name. www.inforse.org/regions.

France
Gambia
Georgia
Germany
Ghana
Great Britain
Greece
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Japan
Kazakhstan
Kyrgyzstan
Kenya
Latvia
Lithuania

Macedonia
Malaysia
Mali
Malta
Mauritania
Moldova
Namibia
Nepal
Netherlands
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Romania
Russia
Senegal

Serbia
Sierra Leone
Slovakia
Slovenia
South Africa
South Korea
Spain
Sri Lanka
Switzerland
Thailand
Turkey
Uganda
Ukraine
Uruguay
USA
Venezuela
Vietnam
Zimbabwe

INFORSE Coordinators at a meeting in 1999, 
Folkecenter, Denmark .

Screen shots from the INFORSE online database and the subset of the INFORSE-Europe database

Number of members per region:
Southern Asia: 28
Eastern & Pacific Asia: 12
Western Africa: 19
Eastern & Southern Africa: 10
Europe: 79
Latin America: 17
North America: 3

INFORSE 
Coordination, 

Countries, 
Members

Countries with INFORSE members:
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INFORSE Web Publications
Sustainable Energy News available as pdf file at:
http://www.inforse.org/s_e_news.php3
http://www.inforse.org/europe/news-fr.htm

INFORSE-Regions have there own web site designed in the same style:
Europe: www.inforse.org/europe
Africa: www.inforse.org/africa 
Asia: www.inforse.org/asia

INFORSE- Europe has 4 major collection of resources:
School Resources
EU Policy 
Restructuring Funds
Success Stories

•
•
•
•

www.inforse.org/europe/eupolicy.htm

www.inforse.org/europe/Structuralfunds

www.inforse.org/europe/success/SU_About.htm

www.inforse.org/europe/schools.htm

Among other resources are: 
Description of INFORSE in 
Spanish, French, Hungarian etc. 
Description of cooperation projects,
Online database (see page 6), and
Seminar Proceedings (see page 5). 

DIERET; Distance Internet 
Education, a material of 300 pages:
www.inforse.org/europe/dieret/
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Europe: INFORSE-Europe Activities

European Seminar 
October 1-5, 2007
Energy Academy,
Samsø Island, Denmark

The Seminar took place at the new En-
ergy Academy on Samsø Island, a Danish 
island, which was selected by the Danish 
Government as a demonstration case for 
a community to be supplied with 100% 
renewable energy. 

The 40 attendees represented 26 organi-
zations from 18 European countries.
The seminar dealt with such issues as:

How to turn EU to sustainable energy, 
using and improving the new EU energy 
policies.
NGO activities to raise awareness on 
sustainable-energy issues politically 
and publicly, as well as in education.
Visions of sustainable national and EU 
energy futures.
Discussions of present and future NGO 
cooperation in Europe.

Concurrently, workshops addressed the 
various issues, and a tour was provided 
of Samsø Island renewable-energy instal-
lations. 
The seminar also included the celebrations 
of the 15-year anniversary of INFORSE, 
the 10-year anniversary of the renewable-
energy island, and the INFORSE-Europe 
General Meeting.

•

•

•

•

At this year’s general meet-
ing, policies and activities 
were discussed, including 
agreement to a moratorium on 
biofuel (agrofuel) support. 

In the election of coordina-
tors and board of INFORSE-
Europe, Emil Bedi (FAE, 
Slovakia) and Gunnar Boye 
Olesen (OVE, Denmark) were re-elected 
as coordinators. For the board, Pete West 
(SWEA, UK); Ursel Beckmann and An-
drei Konechenkov (REA, Ukraine); and 
Ion Zamfir (PP, Romania) were re-elected, 
while Cecile Godinho (Almargem, Portu-
gal) was elected as a new member. Two 
alternates were elected: Sergio Oceransky 
(Folkecenter, Denmark) and Poul Allen 
(CAT, UK).

When ministers from the Pan-European 
region met October 10-12, 2007, energy 
was often mentioned.  Departing from 
their previous practice, however, energy 
was not a major topic. The main topics 
were environmental education and the 
Aarhus Convention on rights to environ-
mental information. 

On energy, the ministers recognised 
the need to integrate further provisions 
addressing climate change into other poli-
cies.  They called for further efforts to im-
prove energy efficiency to meet environ-
mental and sustainable energy objectives. 
INFORSE-Europe presented an exhibition 
during the conference, SPARE was also 
active in side-events on environmental 
education.  Gunnar Boye Olesen from 
INFORSE-Europe addressed the ministers 
on the topic of environmental financing 
on behalf of the NGO network European 
Eco-Forum, of which INFORSE-Europe 
is a member.

News from the Eco-forum’s 
Energy & Climate Group
The Energy and Climate Group of the 
European Eco-Forum met at the end of the 
conference and decided to work further. 
The Group will focus on raising energy 
higher on the Pan-European agenda.  It 
will also exchange information about 
NGO activities on energy in Eastern 
Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia. A 
new email list is in place for the group, 
and Yusup Kamalov has replaced Gunnar 
Boye Olesen as coordinator. The group is 
open to European NGOs.

See also http://www.inforse.org/europe/
ecoforum.htm .

INFORSE-Europe General Meeting,
October 3, 2007 

Pan-European Environmental Ministers’ Meeting in Belgrade, 
and Energy

Side-event of SPARE, and  the INFORSE-Europe 
exhibition together with SPARE.

The elected board and coordinators: (from left 
to right) Poul Allen, Pete West, Ion Zamfir, Ursel 
Beckmann, Cecile Godinho, Sergio Oceransky, 
Emil Bedi, and Gunnar Boye Olesen. Andrei 
Konechenkov is not on the photo.

INFORSE-Europe Seminar participants  
in front of the Energy Academy.
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Europe: INFORSE-Europe Activities / EU Policy Update

New EU policy - National 
Targets and Policies
The discussion is heating up on the 
implementation of the new climate 

and energy policy. One important 
question is how to divide the 20% 

or 30% greenhouse-gas reductions 
among EU countries from 1990 to 2020. 
Closely linked to that is the division of 
the 20% target for renewable energy by 
2020 among countries and the proposed 
EU renewable-energy framework direc-

tive. Germany has taken the lead with its 
national strategies for 40% greenhouse gas 
reductions and 30% renewable energy by 
2020. Unfortunately, other countries are 
still dragging their feet on this important 
issue.

One way of dividing fairly the re-
newable-energy targets would be for all 
countries to increase renewable-energy 
use by 13%, taking the EU average from 
7% in 2005 to 20% in 2020. This could be 

adjusted so the richest countries do more, 
and others a bit less. All countries have 
potentials to have a  lot more than 20% 

renewable energy. For many countries 
a larger increase in renewable energy 
would be beneficial to security of 

supply, to local development, and 
to help offset soaring fossil-fuel prices. 

For those reasons, and because of the 
increasingly urgent climate-change 
issue, INFORSE-Europe still pro-

poses that the EU target be set at 25% 
renewable energy by 2020, equal to an 
average increase of 18% over 2005 levels 
for the EU countries (7% in 2005 + 18% 
= 25%).

Equally important in the coming re-
newable-energy proposal are the support 
mechanisms for renewable energy.  Should 
this be up to the countries to decide, or 
should the EU introduce a system with 
tradeable renewable-energy certificates, 
creating an EU-wide certificate market? It 
seems that strong forces in the EU Com-
mission favour such a certificate system; 
but most countries are against it, or at least, 
against a mandatory system. The result 
could be a voluntary system, but how that 
could work is still to be seen. 

Renewable-energy industries and sup-
porters are generally against renewable-
energy certificate systems, as the latter 
lead to uncertain prices and have not been 
effective in practice to promote renewable 
energy. Certificate systems also reduce the 
participation of smaller, local investors. 
Further, it is feared that a certificate system 
could lay the system open to purchases of 
certificates from countries outside the EU, 
effectively undermining any EU target. 
Renewable-energy supporters prefer na-
tional support schemes with fixed feed-in 
tariffs. Power companies mostly prefer the 
certificate systems, which they find give 
them more benefits. 

National INFORSE-Europe Activities
In addition to educational activities, a large number of national INFORSE-Europe 
activities are taking place in 2007. Here is a short summary.

Romania: Seminars on Structural Funds 
and Sustainable-Energy Visions
In this new EU country, INFORSE activi-
ties will focus on use of structural funds 
and other EU policies as well as on a 
vision for a sustainable energy future for 
Romania. The organisation Earth Friends is 
developing proposals for use of structural 
funds and searching for good examples 
from other countries. This will be presented 
to national authorities and stakeholders at a 
seminar in Bucharest, in cooperation with 
other INFORSE members in Romania, and 
to local authorities and other local actors 
at a seminar in Braila, Romania, probably 
on November 23 - 27. 

Slovakia: Seminars on Structural Funds 
and Short-Term Actions 
Foundation for Alternative Energy (FAE) 
is developing a proposal to help Slovakia, 
a country with particularly high depen-
dence on imported energy, to implement 
the new EU energy policy objectives 
with proven short- and medium-term 
measures for renewable energy and 
energy efficiency. FAE is also fol-
lowing EU policy implementation and 
formulation with a special emphasis on 
the use of structural funds. This was 
discussed at a seminar in Bratislava 
on October 19, and results will be 
presented at another seminar, also in 
Bratislava, probably on November 27.

Turkey: Seminar on Use of EU Policies 
for Sustainable Energy
Eurosolar Turkey will organize a seminar 
in Istanbul, most likely on December 
15-16, regarding policy for an energy 
supply based predominantly on renew-
able energy resources as well as on energy 
efficiency. The seminar will essentially 
deal with the legislatory activities of the 
recent governments regarding EU energy 
policy harmonization. In this context we 
will analyse existing law pertaining to 
renewable energy and energy efficiency, 
comparing and evaluating them in the 
light of energy policy in the EU. Opinions 
on the newly prepared directives of the 
energy-efficiency law will be gathered 
to inform the government.

Poland: Seminar on EU Policies, 
Including Structural Funds
The Polish Ecological Club (PKE) is 
working on EU policy formulation and 

EU Policy Update

implementation.  It is developing propos-
als for better implementation, including 
better use of structural funds. As part of 
that it is organising a seminar in Katowice 
on December 14-15.

Macedonia: Seminar on European En-
ergy Treaty Implementation
Eco-sense in Macedonia is developing 
proposals for the Macedonian government 
on how to introduce the agreements in 
the European Energy Treaty in ways that 
improve the environment and conditions 
for sustainable energy. As part of that it 
will organise a seminar in Skopje.

France: EU Policy Formulation 
The French national network CLER is 
following EU policy formulation and 
implementation together with its mem-

bers and other NGOs in France. Intensive 
lobbying is being done within the wide 
national consultation on environment 
called “Grenelle de l’environnement”. 
CLER , and others NGOS are also prepar-
ing activities to follow the 2008 start of a 
French EU presidency.

Portugal: Introducing Sustainable-En-
ergy Education, “SPARE”
As an INFORSE member, Almargem is 
following EU policy formulation together 
with other Portuguese NGOs.

Denmark: Follow EU Policies
OVE, The Danish Organisation for Sus-
tainable Energy, is following the develop-
ment of EU policies and is delivering in-
puts to the Danish government on specific 
policies with proposals.
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Energy Markets,  - With 
Nuclear Priorities?
Included in proposals for revision of the 
directives for the EU electricity and gas 
markets is a provision that regulators 
should support “low carbon technolo-
gies” in addition to renewable energy. As 
proposed, the definition of “low-carbon” 
would allow not only co-generation of 
heat and power (CHP), which has lower 
emissions than individual heat and power 
production, but also energy recovery from 
waste incineration, fossil-fuel combustion 
with carbon capture and storage (CCS), 
and nuclear power. It is crucial that the 
energy market revision not be used to 
give preferential treatment to nuclear 
power, to waste incineration, or to CCS. 
This is why INFORSE-Europe proposes 
to define low-carbon technologies as CHP 
only. Hopefully, the EU energy ministers 
will agree to that at their next meeting on 
December 3.

INFORSE-Europe also has other pro-
posals for the energy market revision, 
including  democratically elected boards 
to advise the market regulators; e.g., Citi-
zens’ Utilities Board. 
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Europe: EU Policy Update

Recently the EU Commission delayed its 
launch of proposals for the new energy 
legislation from this December to Janu-
ary 2008, including the renewable-energy 
framework directive as well as new rules 
for the EU Emission Trading Scheme. 

Moratorium on Biofuel 
Support and Import
At the general meeting of INFORSE-Eu-
rope on October 3, the network agreed to 
a new, more critical opinion on biofuels. 
The main reasons for this were worrying 
reports from developing countries, in 
particular Indonesia and Latin America, 
about very unsustainable production. 
INFORSE-Europe demanded already in 

Your Opinion

on 

Intelligent Energy for 
Europe

The deadline was in September for the 
first call for proposals for the new Intel-
ligent Energy for Europe (IEE) program, 
and a new call will open in January 2008. 
INFORSE-Europe would like to know 
how the program could be improved, seen 
from the side of the users. Therefore we 
ask your opinion. We are particular inter-
ested in comments from NGOs, as NGOs 
have been under-represented in previous 
projects. Our results will be sent to the IEE 
agency that is managing the program, and 
will be published. To participate, please 
download a questionnaire on www.in-
forse.org/europe/iee-question.htm. It only 
takes 5 minutes to answer.

Ecodesign for Standby
The implementation of the ecodesign di-
rective has come to standards for maximal 
consumption from standby and off-mode 
losses. This is an important issue because 
standby and “soft-off” buttons are rap-
idly increasing power consumption. On 
October 18, the Ecodesign Consultation 
Forum met to advise the EU Commission 
on the issue. The Forum discussed limit-
ing off-mode consumption to 1 Watt, later 
reduced to 1/2 W; and simple standby 
(where equipment has a display and can 
be activated with a remote control) to 2 
W, later 1 W. INFORSE-Europe and other 
NGOs proposed inclusion of standards 
for so-called “networked standby”, where 
equipment is waiting for inputs from a 
computer or TV network, and to have 
information provided to consumers on 
standby consumption for all equipment. 
Now the EU Commission will make a 
proposal for a regulation to enforce the 
standards. Then the EU countries will 
adopt (or reject) the proposal in a techni-
cal committee. If everything goes well, 
the 27 EU countries will have standards 
for maximum standby in 2009.

Next in the ecodesign process is  regula-
tion of battery chargers, office lights, and 
simple set-top boxes for TVs. The next 
Consultation Forum meeting is expected 
in mid-December.

Future of EU Emissions 
Trading
Another important part of the new EU 
energy policies delineates the rules for the 
EU Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) after 
2012. Should it be the countries or EU that 
allocate emission allowances to the com-
panies in each country? Should allowances 
still be given for free or should they be 
sold at auctions? Should aviation and other 
sectors be included in the system or maybe 
have their own systems?  These questions 
are not new; but the success of the coming 
ETS depends critically on how they are 
answered. The first phase (2005-2007) has 
revealed a number of weaknesses: windfall 
profits to large emitters (mainly power 
companies), wildly fluctuating prices of 
allowances, and little incentive to invest in 
energy efficiency or in renewable energy. 
With these weaknesses, the ETS has only 
played a small role in practice in the EU 
climate policy, contrary to the claims of 
its proponents.

INFORSE-Europe recommends that 
the new ETS stop the free allocation of 
allowances. Allowances must be sold, e.g. 
at auctions. A large part of the revenues 
should be used for energy efficiency and 
renewable energy for sectors covered by 
the system (mainly power production and 
industry). In any case, the EU-ETS should 
not be treated as the major solution to 
climate-change problems. It is one among 
many policies that must work together.

2002 that biofuel must be grown in sus-
tainable ways and made in 2006 a proposal 
for criteria for sustainable production. In 
spite of this and many other proposals for 
sustainable production, in many coun-
tries sustainable practices have not been 
adopted, and the demand for biofuels is 
increasingly leading to destruction of 
nature and displacement of people from 
their land. 

Therefore INFORSE-Europe now 
demands a moratorium on incentives 
and on imports of “agrofuels”, defined as 
liquid fuels from large-scale monoculture 
where crops and trees are grown specifi-
cally for that purpose. This includes the 
suspension of tax breaks, subsidies and 
mandatory blending in transportation 
fuels, as well as  development aid, loans, 
etc. The moratorium shall not include the 
use of biofuels produced locally in truly 
sustainable ways.
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Events & Publications 
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Events Publications
Access 
to Clean 
Energy 
– Case 
Studies

This book pub-
lished by NGOs 

gives a short overview of 
the Romanian renewable-energy capacity. 
It also presents a series of case studies 
regarding the use of renewable energy 
sources in Romania. The 14 cases studied 
use different renewable energy technolo-
gies such as biomass for district heating 
(2), solar energy (5), hydropower (2), 
wind energy (2), geothermal energy (1) 
and energy-independent houses (2).

Bilingual: English and Romanian.
By Adrian Patrascu, Ionut Apostol, Ion 
Zamfir. Published by TERRA Mileniul 
III, INFORSE member. 
June 2007. 64 pages

Contact: TERRA Mileniul III,
T: +40 21 3141227, F: +40 213010333
E: office@terraiii.ngo.ro,
www.terraiii.ngo.ro

Wind Power 06 
& 07, (Eólica), 
Sector Data and 
Analysis
This annual publication 
gives an overview of 
the Spanish wind power 
industry, which is second 

in the world with its installed capacity.
The publication highlights interesting is-
sues about development of energy policy, 
products, economy, technology that con-
tribute in the different regions of Spain. 
The publication is illustrated with a lot of 
graphics describing the progress.

Bilingual (English & Spanish).
Published by the Spanish Wind Power 
Association (AEE), which groups to-
gether 69 Spanish wind sector’s actors.
The 2007 report (110 pp, 2006) is avail-
able as a pdf file at:
www.aeeolica.org/html/anuario_07.html

Contact: AEE, Fax: +34-917451277,
E: aeeolica@eeolica.org,
www.aeeolica.org .

November 19-21, 2007  (-*-)
Second World Renewable Energy Assembly 
(WREA) 2007, World Conference Center, 
Bonn, Germany
Organised by Eurosolar.
E-mail: info@wcre.org, W: www.wcre.org

November 23, 2007 (*)
Seminar on Structural Funds and Sustain-
able Energy Visions in Romania 
Organised by INFORSE-Europe and Priete-
nii Pamantului (Earth Friends), Bucharest, 
Romania
Contact person: Ion Constantine Zamfir 
E-mail: earthfriends@witdata.ro

November 27, 2007 (*)
Seminar on Structural Funds and Sustain-
able Energy Visions in Romania 
Organised by INFORSE-Europe and Prietenii 
Pamantului (Earth Friends), Braila, Romania 
Contact person: Ion Constantine Zamfir
E-mail: earthfriends@witdata.ro

November-December, 2007 (*)
Seminars on Structural Funds and Short-
Term Actions for Sustainable Energy 
Bratislava, Slovakia
Organised by INFORSE-Europe and FAE 
(Foundation for Alternative Energy)
Contact person: Emil Bedi
E-mail: fae@inforse.org
Web: www.inforse.org/europe

November 27-28, 2007
First Global Biogas Congress
AGRAA, Brussels, Belgium 
E-mail: marketing@agra-net.com    
Web: www.agra-net.com/biogas

November 29-30, 2007 (*)
Seminar on European Energy Treaty Imple-
mentation, Skopje, Macedonia
Organised by Eco-Sens
Contact person: Julijana Daskalov
E-mail: info@ekosvest.com.mk
Web: www.ekosvest.com.mk

December 8, 2007
Global Day of Climate Action
Web: www.globalclimatecampaign.org

December 12-14, 2007 (*)
Seminar on EU Policy, Katowice, Poland
Organised by INFORSE-Europe and PKE 
(Polish Ecological Club), FoE 
Contact person: Krystyna Kubica 
E-mail: pkeog@poczta.onet.pl
Web: www:polskiklubekologiczny.org

December 15-16, 2007 (*)
Seminar on Use of EU Policies for Sustain-
able Energy, Istambul, Turkey
Organised by INFORSE-Europe and Eurosolar 
Turkey

Contact person: Baha Kuban
E-mail: info@eurosolar.org.tr
Web: www.eurosolar.org.tr

January 28 - February 1, 2008  (-*-)
EU Sustainable Energy Week,
EUSEW, Brussels, Belgium
Organised by EU Sustainable Energy Europe 
Campaign. INFORSE-Europe is Associate 
member.
Web: www.eusew.eu

February 17-21, 2008
Energising Sustainable Communities, 
International Solar School Competition, 
Adelaide, South Australia
E-mail: events@plevin.com.au
Web: www.solarcitiescongress.com.au

March 5-7, 2008
World Sustainable Energy Days 2008
Exhibition and conference Wels, Austria
Organised by O.Ö.Energiesparverband 
E-mail: office@esv.or.at
Web: www.esv.or.at

March 31- April 3, 2008
Brussels Expo 2008, Brussels, Belgium
Organised by EWEC, European Wind Energy 
Association
E-mail: jc@ewea.org.or
Web: www.ewea.org

April 24 - 26, 2008
RENEXPO Central and South-East Europe, 
HUNGEXPO, Budapest, Hungary
E-mail: hungary@reeco.hu
Web: www.renexpo-budapest.com/

April 28-30, 2008
2008 Asian International New Energy Tech-
nology Exhibition, Beijing, P.R.China
Organised by China International Economic 
Cooperative Association, 
Email: new.energy2008@yahoo.com.cn
E-mail: whnglkd@msn.com

May 29-30, 2008
4th European PV- Hybrid and Mini-Grid 
Conference, Athens, Greece
Organised by OTTI.
E-mail: Gabriele.struthoff-mueller@otti.de
Web: www.otti.de

August 17-22, 2008
National Conference on Energy Efficiency 
as a resource, Building Tomorrow’s Solu-
tions, Asilomar Conference Centre, Pacific 
Grove, California
Organised by ACEEE, 
W: /aceee.org/conf/08ss/08ssindex.htm

Deadline for applying to
Ashden Awards for

Sustainable Energy 2008
www.ashdenawards.org

November 13, 2007

 (*) Organised by INFORSE-Europe, or 
member
 (-*-) Participation of INFORSE-Europe
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www.inforse.org 

 

INFORSE maintains a database of 
more than 1,000 NGOs and public 
officials, including as well research 
and educational institutions that 
are actively working in renewable 
energy. These contacts include all 
INFORSE members and span 159 
countries. The database is available 
through our website and can be 
searched by membership, country 
and name.

1,000 Contacts - Online

Check your organisation ! Corrections are welcome
Global database: www.inforse.org/regions
European region: www.inforse.org/europe/memblist.php3
African region: www.inforse.org/africa/memblist.php3
Asian region: www.inforse.org/asia/memblist.php3




