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Introduction 
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The current s ituation of energy cooperatives  

Currently, there are 883 
cooperatives  with:

○ 200.000 members  
○ 2.9 million euros  inves tments  

in renewable energies  
○ 3.39 million tons  of CO2-

emis s ions  prevented in 2019 
○ 8.31 TWh community-owned 

electricity generation in 2019

Source: DGRV, 2020



Bus ines s  activities  

Source: DGRV, 2020



Keys  to succes s  for German Energy Cooperatives  -
Legal,  technical and economic aspects   

● Introduction of the feed-in tariffs  (FITs ) and feed-in premium (FiP)
● Amendment to the cooperative Law in 2006
● Energy cooperatives  are very well organis ed and repres ented at the decis ion-making 

level (Umbrella organizations  s uch as  DGRV) 
● Cooperatives  enjoy a pos itive image
● Development of RE technologies  and their price degres s ion, mainly for PV 
● High expertis e and s kills  of cooperative actors



Keys  to succes s  for German Energy Cooperatives - social aspects  

● High acceptance due to: 
○ regional communities  
○ importance of non-financial goals  
○ higher opennes s  and repres entativenes s  
○ participation and influence of citizens  

● Energy cooperatives  are catalys ts  for s ocial and economic inclus ion and political 
empowerment at the local level.

● Citizens  have the opportunity to contribute to the renewable energy expans ion and 
climate neutrality.

● Energy cooperatives  can provide s pecific benefits  for gender equality. 
● EC are a bottom-up and democratic concept.



Challenges  and barriers  



From  the legal framework 

Amendment to the 
Renewable Energy Act 

● Degres s ion  of the feed-in 
tariffs  

● Introduction of auctions  
● Extens ion of the EEG 

premium to own 
cons umption 

2014

● It rendered the main 
bus ines s  s trategy (FITs ) of 
many s mall players  
unfeas ible . 

Amendment to the 
Renewable Energy Act 

● Extens ion of the bidding 
s chemes  to determine the 
remuneration of renewable 
power generation

2017

● More market orientation
● It jeopardized the divers ity 

of actors  in the energy 
s ys tem 

Amendment to the 
Renewable Energy Act 

● Compuls ory photovoltaic 
roof tenders  for s ys tems  
between 300 kW and 750 
kW .

● Failure to introduce right to 
citizen energy 

2021

● It continues  to hamper the 
activities  of energy 
cooperatives  

● No progres s  in the 
trans pos ition of the REDII



From the s ocial context 

● Divers ity and gender equality: 
○ On average, 22%  of the members  per RE cooperatives  are women and 

75% are men
○ Underrepres entation of women in leaders hip pos itions  in citizen 

participation s chemes
○ Together with gender, age, education and income are key 

determinants  of participation in energy cooperatives  



The future: what needs  to be 
done? 



Energy cooperatives  advocate for: 

1. Economically viable feed-in tariffs  and market premium and no tendering  
for energy communities

2. No ceilings  to PV s ys tems
3. Adaptation of the legal-regulatory framework of the electricity market 

(local market + dynamic pricing) 
4. Les s  bureaucracy and more s upport for energy cooperatives  (good 

frameworks )
5. Trans pos ition of the articles  21 and 22 of the RED II → Implementation of 

energy s haring concepts  and inclus ion in the national legis la tion



New bus ines s  models : 
Tenant electricity 

and energy s haring 



Tenant electricity and energy s haring 

Grid electricity

Local electricity



Tenant electricity and energy s haring 



New bus ines s  opportunities : energy s haring 
and tenant electricity 

● Economic advantages  combined with local production, cons umption
● Increas ed local value, participation and acceptance  
● Optimized us e of roofs , facades , etc. increas es  ins ta lla tion 
● Incentives  for demand-s ide-management, e.g. charging of e-vehicles 
● Interes ting concept for Pos t EEG power plants 
● No technological obs tacles , s mart-meter-rollout would facilita te the 

proces s 



Barriers  for tenant electricity and energy 
s haring

● Regulation does  not a llow energy s haring - No 
implementation of RED II (§21 and 22)

● Energy s haring is  not economic s o far
● Increas ed complexity for cons umer, producers , pros umers 
● New/ adapted roles  of market s takeholders 
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